
and prominent figures in the history of intellectual 
thought, as well as the central subfields of philosophy 
and their distinctive problem sets.

INTERNSHIPS/UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
As the culmination of the major, each philosophy  
major completes a senior capstone project based  
on an in-depth study of the work of a single major 
philosopher. This extensive independent research 
project allows each of our students to demonstrate 
their mastery of the skills needed to succeed after 
college. Students may elect to complement the 
classroom experience with an internship opportunity. 
Internships provide students a “competitive edge” in 
the job market or when applying for admission in 
postgraduate degree programs.

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
Though the department recognizes that the philosophy 
major is a valuable preparation for careers in many 
fields, its approach to teaching reflects a basic commit-
ment to the idea that philosophy is best thought of as 
a practice and way of life. Students earning a degree in 
philosophy will encompass skills that employers seek in 
an array of fields such as law, medicine, business, social 
work and religion. The study of philosophy also pro-
vides graduates with an understanding of the role and 
responsibility of the individual to use moral reasoning 
as a tool for conflict resolution and consensus building 
in an increasingly interconnected world.

THE PROGRAM
The study of philosophy promotes the devel-
opment of analytical, critical and interpretive 
abilities that are important for life in general. 
The program in philosophy at Virginia Wesleyan 
is designed to provide students with a coherent 
intellectual structure of study, while acquaint-
ing them with the broad diversity of ideas and 
approaches within the Western philosophical 
tradition and beyond.

THE MAJOR
A student majoring in philosophy at Virginia 
Wesleyan is required to complete a minimum  
of 32 hours in specified coursework. Students 
may also choose to increase their opportuni-
ties in the workforce and graduate study by 
double-majoring or minoring. Properly pursued, 
philosophical study cultivates the appetite and 
capacity for self-examination and reflection, 
for the open exchange and debate of ideas, for 
responsible and intelligent participation in  
community affairs, and for lifelong learning.

THE COURSES
Classes at VWU are small and interactive. Some 
of the courses within the philosophy program 
include: Individual and Society, Contemporary 
Moral Issues, Critical Reasoning, The Human 
Condition, The Examined Life, and Practical 
Ethics. The curriculum covers significant periods 

While it may be tempting to major in a field that will train you to do a particular job, many of today’s jobs will not 
exist in the future. Artificial Intelligence is rapidly changing the way we live and work, creating a future rich with 
possibilities but also uncertainty.  A better approach is to prepare for a changing world, and that means develop-
ing timeless skills that will enable you to adapt to new situations. 
         The study of philosophy is the best preparation for life in a turbulent and uncertain world –  not least because 
it teaches you how to be a free thinker capable of envisioning new possibilities.  By the end of your study, you will 
be better at supporting your views, better at assessing the views of others, and better able to pursue your vision of 
a successful and rewarding life.  Philosophy majors are among the highest-earning graduates in any field, not 
because they prepare themselves for a particular job, but because they have the general skills and insight 
necessary to navigate life’s challenges with integrity and purpose.
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