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UNIVERSITY MARSHAL

Dr. Lawrence D. Hultgren, Professor of Philosophy 

ASSISTANT MARSHALS

Dr. Robert Ariel, Assistant Professor of Psychology

Dr. Clair Berube, Assistant Professor of Education

Philip Guilfoyle, Professor of Art

Dr. Rebecca John, Assistant Professor of Education

Dr. Taryn Myers, Professor of Psychology

Dr. Arthur Pantelides, Associate Professor of Management, Business and Economics

Dr. Jill Sturts, Assistant Dean of the Batten Honors College and 
 Associate Professor of Sport and Recreation Professions

Music is provided by

VIRGINIA WESLEYAN VOX VERA 

Dr. Bryson Mortensen, Music Director
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PROCESSIONAL

PomP And CirCumstAnCe By Sir Edward Elgar

University Mace 
Dr. Lawrence D. Hultgren, University Marshal

Members of the Class of 2022

Faculty

Academic Administration

Officers of the University

Trustees

Rev. Beth Givens, Pastor of Haygood United Methodist Church

Congressman Robert C. “Bobby” Scott 
Representative for Virginia’s 3rd Congressional District

Keynote Speaker and Candidate for Doctor of Laws (honoris causa)

Dr. James V. Koch, Board of Visitors Professor of Economics Emeritus and  
President Emeritus at Old Dominion University, President Emeritus of the  

University of Montana, and Candidate for Doctor of Humane Letters (honoris causa)

Jonathan E. Pruden, Chair, Board of Trustees

Dr. Susan Larkin, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Scott D. Miller, President of the University
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The Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key (arranged by Tim Sharp)
Virginia Wesleyan Vox Vera 

 Invocation
Sarah Guzzo ’22

Welcoming Remarks 
President Miller

Presentation of Awards
Dr. Larkin

Faculty Award for Distinguished Scholarship
Faculty Award for Campus Service

Homeward Bound by Marta Keen (arranged by Jay Althouse) 
Virginia Wesleyan Vox Vera 

Introduction of Speaker 
President Miller

Address to the Class of 2022  
Congressman Robert C. “Bobby” Scott, Representative for Virginia’s 3rd Congressional District

Presentation of Congressman Scott for Doctoral Degree (honoris causa) 
Dr. Antje Schwennicke, Dean of the Birdsong School of Social Science

Presentation of Dr. Koch for Doctoral Degree (honoris causa) 
Dr. Linda Ferguson, Professor of Management, Business, and Economics

The Conferring of Degrees to the Class of 2022 
President Miller, Dr. Larkin 

Alma Mater 
Virginia Wesleyan Vox Vera

Benediction
Rev. Givens

Recessional 

Please remain seated until the graduates and faculty have recessed.
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Congressman Robert C. “Bobby” Scott has represented Virginia’s third 
congressional district in the U.S. House of Representatives since 1993. 
Prior to his service in Congress, he served 15 years in the Virginia 
General Assembly. 
 Congressman Scott currently serves as the Chairman of the 
Committee on Education and Labor. In this capacity, he is advancing 
an agenda that improves equity in education, frees students from the 
burdens of crippling debt, protects and expands access to affordable 
health care, ensures workers have a safe workplace where they can 
earn a living wage free from discrimination, and guarantees seniors 
have a secure and dignified retirement. In 2015, he was one of the 
four primary authors of the Every Student Succeeds Act, which 

reauthorized the Elementary and Secondary Education Act for the first time in 13 years and 
replaced the No Child Left Behind Act. He also serves on the Committee on the Budget where 
he is a leading voice on fiscal policy and reducing the deficit.   
 As a former member of the Committee on the Judiciary, he is a leading advocate for 
reforming our nation’s broken criminal justice system. He has successfully worked to pass 
bipartisan legislation to reduce mandatory minimum sentences, reform the juvenile justice 
system, and require reporting and federal data collection of deaths that occur in police custody, 
jails, and prisons.  
 Congressman Scott resides in Newport News, Virginia. He is a graduate of Harvard College 
and Boston College Law School. He also served in the Massachusetts National Guard and the 
United States Army Reserve.

Commencement Speaker and Honorary Degree Recipient

CongressmAn robert C. “BoBBy” sCott

Representative for Virginia’s 3rd Congressional District
Candidate for Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) 
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Dr. James V. Koch is Board of Visitors Professor of Economics 
Emeritus and President Emeritus at Old Dominion University. 
He has held positions at Illinois State University, California State 
University at Los Angeles, the University of Grenoble (France), 
Brown University, Rhode Island College, Ball State University, the 
University of Hawaii, the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 
in Australia and the University of Montana. He served as President 
of the University of Montana (1986-1990) and Old Dominion 
University (1990-2001) and was named one of the 100 most 
effective college presidents in the United States. 
 Dr. Koch has published 12 books and 110 articles in refereed 

journals. His 1996 book Presidential Leadership: Making a Difference (co-authored with James L. 
Fisher) is used as a reference and textbook in many universities and leadership institutes. Other 
notable titles include The Entrepreneurial College President; Born, Not Made: The Entrepreneurial 
Personality; The Impoverishment of the American College Student; and Runaway College Costs: How 
College Governing Boards Fail to Protect Their Students. 
 For 18 years, Dr. Koch produced the widely cited State of the Region Report for the 1.7 
million population Hampton Roads, Virginia, metropolitan area. Beginning in 2015, he began 
to produce a State of the Commonwealth Report that focuses on Virginia economic issues. He 
has also served as a consultant/expert witness for more than 100 legal firms, corporations, and 
universities, including Virginia Wesleyan University. 
 Dr. Koch has a B.A. from Illinois State University and a Ph.D. from Northwestern 
University.

Honorary Degree Recipient

dr. JAmes V. KoCh

Board of Visitors Professor of Economics Emeritus and President Emeritus  
at Old Dominion University, President Emeritus of the University of Montana,  

Candidate for Doctor of Humane Letters (honoris causa)
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VWU GLOBAL CAMPUS

Candidates for the Degree of Master of Business Administration

* Ajiri M. Byers
 Business Administration
 Chesapeake, Virginia

* Courtney Renea Ceniceros
 Business Administration
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Sierra D. Coleman
 Business Administration
 Richmond, Virginia

* Kinsey M. Couch
 Business Administration
 Hampton, Virginia

* Marcos R. Davila-Banrey
 Business Administration
 Portsmouth, Virginia

* Ronaldo M. Del Duca III
 Business Administration
 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

 Patricia B. Doherty
 Business Administration
 Norfolk, Virginia

* Audrey L. Feasel
 Business Administration
 Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

 Allison M. Flor
 Business Administration
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Sarah Grace Guzzo
 Business Administration
 Norfolk, Virginia

* Chadden H. Jackson
 Business Administration
 Nashville, Tennessee 

* Yoshimi Kaibuchi
 Business Administration
 Norfolk, Virginia

* Braden C. Knight
 Business Administration
 Cedar Park, Texas

* Aaron C. Nix
 Business Administration
 Huntersville, North Carolina

 Arun R. Peters
 Business Administration
 North Chesterfield, Virginia

 Zoe N. Pierson
 Business Administration
 Chesterfield, Virginia

* Kristina S. Rang
   Business Administration
   Suffolk, Virginia

   Alysse Kathleen Scripter
   Business Administration
   Newport News, Virginia

   Shannon N. Segura Sloat
   Business Administration
   Richmond, Virginia

   Jeremy Stanford
   Business Administration
   Sunbury, Ohio

   Sharmin Sultana
   Business Administration
   Jamaica, New York

   Morgan R. Thomas
   Business Administration
   Virginia Beach, Virginia

   Jennifer L. Walsh
   Business Administration
   Bolingbrook, Illinois
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BIRDSONG SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

 Emmalee T. Barber, magna cum laude
 Psychology
 Crystal Lake, Illinois

* Andrea N. Brown
 Psychology
 Suffolk, Virginia

* Valery E. Caraballo
 Criminal Justice
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Ryan J. Christie, magna cum laude
 Political Science
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Erika D. Dillard
 Social Science
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Lisa M. Eiserman
 Criminal Justice
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Malinda A. Girtley
 Social Science
 Norfolk, Virginia

 Alyssa Marie Gooden
 Criminal Justice
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

William P. Hutson
 Criminal Justice
 Chesapeake, Virginia

* Danielle Stephanie Sara Johnson,   
     summa cum laude
 Criminal Justice
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Nicole A. Kemon, magna cum laude
 Sociology
 Leesburg, Virginia

 Jacob Kokoszka
 Criminal Justice
 Morrisville, Pennsylvania

 Allison N. Kondoff
 Psychology
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Jaylyn S. Lane
 Social Science
 Portsmouth, Virginia

* Alecia Ayanna Licon
 Social Science
 Norfolk, Virginia

 Vanessa Lucien
 Sociology
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

* Zaria N. Marshall
 Criminal Justice
 Newport News, Virginia

 D’Nadrien C. Moore, cum laude
 Psychology
 McGaheysville, Virginia
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      BHC  Criofan W. Shaw, magna cum laude
  Psychology
  Suffolk, Virginia

  Megan J. Smith, magna cum laude
  Criminal Justice
  Montross, Virginia

  Rachel Helena Denise Stewart
  Social Science
  Norfolk, Virginia

  Timothy A. Tep
  History
  Virginia Beach, Virginia
   

BIRDSONG SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

 BHC Joseph Michael Mueller, magna cum laude
  Political Science
  Woodbridge, Virginia

 * BHC Hunter D. Nordberg, summa cum laude
  Political Science
  Apex, North Carolina

  Griffin T. Potter
  Psychology
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Amie B. Saidy
  Psychology
  Burtonsville, Maryland

    *   Steven D. Serrano Cruz 
Psychology
Virginia Beach, Virginia
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* BHC  Justin M. Lee, cum laude
  Earth and Environmental Sciences
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Trinity Noel Nassy
  Mathematics
  Chicora, Pennsylvania

* BHC  Hunter D. Nordberg, summa cum laude
  Environmental Studies
  Apex, North Carolina

  Amy M. Pinnock
  Environmental Studies
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

 *  Danielle J. Rubinstein
  Mathematics
  Midlothian, Virginia

      * Ryan A Silipino
  Environmental Studies
  Somerdale, New Jersey

  Katherine T. Willyerd
  Environmental Studies
  Chesapeake, Virginia

JOAN P. BROCK SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS AND NATURAL SCIENCES

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

  Matthew S. Amato
  Environmental Studies
  Fredricksburg, Virginia

  Kara D. Cardinal
  Biology
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

 * Riley E. Corbin
  Biology
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Darcy T. Garrenton, magna cum laude
  Environmental Studies
  Chesapeake, Virginia

  Maria M. Geary
  Environmental Studies
  Seward, Pennsylvania

  Chloe E. Jacobs
  Biology
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Nicole A. Kemon, magna cum laude
  Environmental Studies
  Leesburg, Virginia

  Isabelle R. Kennedy
  Environmental Studies
  Castlewood, Virginia
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JOAN P. BROCK SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS AND NATURAL SCIENCES

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Science

 

 * Benjamin J. Counsel
  Earth and Environmental Sciences
  Norfolk, Virginia

 BHC Anna K. Dobrenen, magna cum laude
  Computer Science
  Greenville, South Carolina

  Elizabeth J. Doty
  Biology
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Kyle D. Forker, summa cum laude
  Computer Science
  Cape Charles, Virginia

  Helen Bigio
  Religious Studies
  Norfolk, Virginia

	 Alison M. Coutu, magna cum laude
  Art
  Chesapeake, Virginia

 *     Erin E. Crape 
  Choral and Vocal Studies
  Norfolk, Virginia

*  Kristina M. D’Arco
  Choral and Vocal Studies
  Raleigh, North Carolina

  Emily D. Duvall
  English
  Orange, Virginia

*  Lauren A. Faulkner, magna cum laude
     Communication

Glenolden, Pennsylvania

SUSAN S. GOODE SCHOOL OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts

  Alexander J. Lovelace
  Mathematics
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Valdreace C. Williams
  Biology
  Fort Washington, Maryland

   Paolo P. Yalung, magna cum laude
  Biology
  Virginia Beach, Virginia
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*  Kristina M. D’Arco
  Choral and Vocal Studies
  Raleigh, North Carolina

  Emily D. Duvall
  English
  Orange, Virginia

*  Lauren A. Faulkner, magna cum laude
     Communication

Glenolden, Pennsylvania

  Jacob M. Barnett
  Choral and Vocal Studies
  Chesapeake, Virginia

 *  Barbara T. Hemmings
    Comprehensive Liberal Studies
     Chesapeake, Virginia

     Evan T. Kastetter
     Communication
     Midlothian, Virginia

  Nicole A. Kemon, magna cum laude
  Hispanic Studies
  Leesburg, Virginia

  Elizabeth Martinez
  Comprehensive Liberal Studies
  Chesapeake, Virginia

  Bobbi N. Michael, cum laude
  Communication
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

 BHC   Joseph Michael Mueller, magna cum laude
  Theatre
  Woodbridge, Virginia

  Robin C. Pearson, magna cum laude
  English
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Sylvia A. Phelps
  Communication
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

  Asia L. Pressley
  Comprehensive Liberal Studies
  Norfolk, Virginia

   *  Essence V. Rawlings 
Communication 
Chester, Virginia

BHC Grace L. Rietscha, magna cum laude
  Communication
  English
  Yorktown, Virginia

  Saige L. Smith
  Communication
  Chesterfield, Virginia

  * Annabelle N. Stucky, summa cum laude
  Philosophy
  Hampton, Virginia

  Gillian M. Warrington, magna cum laude
  Comprehensive Liberal Studies
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

Candidate for the Degree of Bachelor of Musical Arts
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  *   Mary Catherine Aston 

Sport and Recreation Management
Portsmouth, Virginia

  *  Ryan T. Baldwin
   Recreational Therapy
   Camden, North Carolina

   Marlese E. Boyer, magna cum laude
   Business
   Suffolk, Virginia

  *  Joshua S. Brown
   Sport and Recreation Management
   Mechanicsville, Virginia

  *  Nick Mateo Carrera
   Sport and Recreation Management
   Norfolk, Virginia

  *  Robert C. Cook
   Recreational Therapy
   Virginia Beach, Virginia

   Alexis H. Cosby
   Business
   Annapolis, Maryland

  *  Timothy F. Fisher
   Sport and Recreation Management
   Richmond, Virginia

  *  Madeline B. Gourley
   Recreational Therapy
   La Grange, Kentucky

 David S. Jacobson
 Business
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Lisa C. Kingsbury-Tiff
 Business
 Zuni, Virginia

 Marteen O. Majinnasola
 Business
 Randallstown, Maryland

 Kadyn L. Marker-Hamer
 Comprehensive Liberal Studies 
  - Curricular Emphasis
 Midlothian, Virginia

* Ryan T. Mason, magna cum laude
 Sport and Recreation Management
 Chincoteague, Virginia

*  Anita L. McLean
 Business
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Dylan N. Muniz
 Business
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 MacKenzie L. Osborne
 Business
 Kilmarnock, Virginia

*  Gregory C. Osipov
 Recreational Therapy
 Reston, Virginia

D. HENRY WATTS SCHOOL OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts
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 David S. Jacobson
 Business
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Lisa C. Kingsbury-Tiff
 Business
 Zuni, Virginia

 Marteen O. Majinnasola
 Business
 Randallstown, Maryland

 Kadyn L. Marker-Hamer
 Comprehensive Liberal Studies 
  - Curricular Emphasis
 Midlothian, Virginia

* Ryan T. Mason, magna cum laude
 Sport and Recreation Management
 Chincoteague, Virginia

*  Anita L. McLean
 Business
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 Dylan N. Muniz
 Business
 Virginia Beach, Virginia

 MacKenzie L. Osborne
 Business
 Kilmarnock, Virginia

*  Gregory C. Osipov
 Recreational Therapy
 Reston, Virginia

    Madysen O. Costello
    Social Work
     Virginia Beach, Virginia
 
   *   Troy W. Dettloff 
     Social Work
    Virginia Beach, Virginia

* August 2022 graduate Degree candidates and Latin honors are listed as of December 10, 2022.
BHC Batten Honors College
	 Military Veteran

*   Corey M. Pelham
  Sport and Recreation Management
  Alexandria, Virginia

*   Thomas W. Perrigo
  Sport and Recreation Management
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

*   Scott J. Signorelli
  Sport and Recreation Management
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

*   Adam Corr Smedley, summa cum laude
  Sport and Recreation Management
  Flint Hill, Virginia

*   Marcus Stephens
  Recreational Therapy
  Woodbridge, Virginia

  Myannah Charlayne Stickle
  Allied Health Studies
  Norfolk, Virginia

*   Hannah E. Walton
  Business
  Elizabeth City, North Carolina

  Barbara Ann Washer
  Business
  Hampton, Virginia

 BHC   Henry West, summa cum laude
Business

  Cheltenham, United Kingdom
  
*   Doris J. White, summa cum laude
  Business
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

*   Darrell Antonio Wood
  Business
  Hampton, Virginia

	  

Candidates for the Degree of Bachelor of Social Work

  Haylee K. Hadaway, cum laude
    Social Work
  Virginia Beach, Virginia

*   Hayden Christopher Pence
  Social Work
  Remington, Virginia
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2022 RETIRING FACULTY

William Gibson, Ph.D., Professor of Political Science

35 Years of Service

Wayne Pollock, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Sport and Recreation Professions

22 Years of Service

Vivian Teter, Lambuth M. Clarke Professor of English

35 Years of Service
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Musical selections performed by Virginia Wesleyan Vox Vera

VIRGINIA WESLEYAN VOX VERA

Dr. Bryson Mortensen, Music Director 
Associate Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities

VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY ALMA MATER
Music By DaviD clayton, WorDs By sanDra Billy 

On Lake Taylor by the Bay, seagulls soar where Marlins play.

Sunlight streams across the fields and shimmers through the trees.

Truth and honor. Service, knowledge.Wisdom lights the way.

Our paths may lead around the world, but our hearts stay at Wesleyan.

Erin Andrews ’25
Jacob Barnett ’22
Ashton Dodrill ’26
Sophia Kaminaris ’23
Jack Mowatt ’23
Amaris Nolan ’24

Robert Nolin ’24
Elizabeth O’Shea ’25
Thomas Reinhold ’21
Landon Rockwell ’25
Joshua Spicer ’25
Brooke Underwood ’24
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Academic Regalia
The three academic degrees generally recognized 
are the bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate. 
The name of each degree seems to have been 
determined by medieval custom. The bachelor’s 
degree, the baccalaureate, takes its name from the 
practice of referring to novices in trade guilds, 
knightly orders and universities as “bachelors.” 
The master’s degree was equivalent to a license to 
teach, and sometimes was followed by the express 
words licentia docendi. The doctorate degree 
derived from the habit of addressing scholars 
of great learning by the title “doctor.” Today, of 
course, all three degrees are generally earned by 
following a prescribed course of academic study.

However, honorary degrees are granted for 
meritorious service and for distinction in public 
or private endeavor. In the medieval university, 
students and teachers wore gowns indicating their 
status and scholastic achievement. In 1895, an 
intercollegiate commission drafted a uniform code 
governing the use of academic caps, gowns and 
hoods in the United States. The vast majority of 
colleges and universities in the nation, including 
Virginia Wesleyan University, adhere to those 
guidelines.

Those holding the bachelor’s degree wear a black 
gown distinguished by long pointed sleeves 
hanging to the knees. The master’s gown, worn 
open, features even longer sleeves which are closed 
at the bottom. There are slits about midway for 
the arms. The doctorate gown has full-length 
lapels of velvet and bell-shaped sleeves with three 
horizontal velvet bars.

A hood may be worn with the gown and is made 
of the same material. Each hood is lined in silk 
with the colors of the institution which granted 
the degree. In the case of Virginia Wesleyan, 
for example, the colors are blue and white. The 
bachelor’s hood is three feet long, with a two-inch 
strip of velvet. The master’s hood is three and 
one-half feet long, faced with a three-inch velvet 
strip. The doctor’s hood is four feet long, faced 

with a five-inch strip of velvet. The color of the 
velvet strip on the hood indicates the field of study 
in which the University degree was earned or 
granted, for example:

The appropriate cap for all degrees is the familiar 
“mortar board.” A tassel, hanging to the left of the 
face, is also appropriate for all degrees. Holders of 
the doctoral degree may wear a soft velvet cap of 
the color indicating their field of study and a tassel 
of gold thread.

Gonfalons
Serving as the backdrop for the Virginia Wesleyan 
University Commencement Ceremony are 
the institutional banners, or gonfalons. The 
institutional gonfalon leads the procession, 
reflecting the University’s rich history and 
commitment to liberal arts education. It is 
followed by banners for the Batten Honors 
College, the Birdsong School of Social Science, 
the Joan P. Brock School of Mathematics and 
Natural Sciences, the Susan S. Goode School of 
Arts and Humanities, the D. Henry Watts School 
of Professional Studies, and Virginia Wesleyan 
University Global Campus. Each contains 
imagery and colors signifying its respective area of 
discipline. The style of the gonfalons processing 
today was unveiled in 2017 with design by 
Christine Hall and hand stitching by McIlhenny 
Banners of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. They 
replace the University’s original gonfalons, which 
were created and hand stitched by Judy Tinsley 
and Judy Coltrane, with additional design from 
the Art Department. The first set of gonfalons are 
preserved in the Office of Academic Affairs and 
remain an important visual tribute of Virginia 
Wesleyan history.

Arts  White 
Science  Yellow
Music  Pink 
Social Welfare  Citron
Theology  Scarlet 

Public Health  Salmon
Fine Arts  Brown 
Education  Light Blue
Business  Drab 
Philosophy  Blue
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Presidential Medallion
A symbol of the Office of the President of 
Virginia Wesleyan University, the medallion 
was commissioned upon Virginia Wesleyan’s 
transition from College to University status 
in 2017.

It features the official University seal and hangs 
on a cloth ribbon in VWU blue. The original 
sterling silver and blue enamel medallion 
(1993-2017) also utilized the University seal  
as its main design element.

Honorary Degrees
Doctor of Arts (honoris causa): This degree is 
awarded to individuals who have distinguished 
themselves in the Arts.

Doctor of Divinity (honoris causa): First 
awarded in 1786, this degree is awarded to 
individuals who have distinguished themselves 
in endeavors related to religion.

Doctor of Humane Letters (honoris causa): 
First awarded in the 1880s, this degree is 
awarded to individuals who have distinguised 
themselves in the humanities.

Doctor of Laws (honoris causa): First awarded 
in 1773, this degree is awarded to individuals 
who have distinguished themselves in general 
service to state, to learning and to mankind.

Ceremonia l  Mace 
A mace, once designed for use as a 
tool of medieval warfare, has served in 
recent centuries as a symbol of authority 
and vitality by legislative bodies and 
institutions of higher education. In the 
latter context it becomes a ceremonial 
staff, bearing engraved images and 
words which represent distinguishing 
characteristics of the institution. 

The Virginia Wesleyan University mace was 
created by goldsmith Suzannah Wagner of 
Ashland, Virginia. The cherry wood for the 
mace was harvested in southeastern Virginia 
in the 1930s and the base of the shaft 
contains grains of earth preserved from the 
original campus groundbreaking ceremony 
on July 18, 1965. Latin inscriptions on 
crystal panels evoke mind, body, spirit and 
community. Additional engravings on crystal 
and silver reflect agricultural, maritime and 
other regional symbols; the United Methodist 
cross and flame; and scenes of the campus. 

The mace is carried in academic processions and at 
other times is displayed on the campus accompanied 
by a narrative describing the symbols which it bears.
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Thank You 

Thank you for attending the 

 VWU GLOBAL CAMPUS COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

at Virginia Wesleyan University

As a courtesy to others, please silence and refrain from using
cell phones and other devices during the ceremony. 

Smoking is prohibited in all campus buildings at Virginia Wesleyan University.
Your consideration and cooperation are greatly appreciated.

Photography 

GradImages is pleased to provide photographs of each graduate who crosses the dais  
during Commencement. Photos may be purchased at gradimages.com.  

Questions can be addressed to 800.261.2576, online at gradimages.com, or by email  
at ecc.giservice@gradimages.net. There is no obligation to purchase photos.  

Candid photography will also be available for download on the University Flickr page.

Please DO NOT approach the stage to take your own photographs,
as this may interfere with the ceremony and the work of the photographers.

Livestreaming

The Virginia Wesleyan University Global Campus Commencement Ceremony  
is being livestreamed on the VWU Digital Broadcasting Network and  

will be archived for future viewing.

All greenery and floral arrangements are living plants and  
will be returned safely to their natural environment.

Special thank you to our volunteers.
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