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Alumni,

& Friends

. of Marlin
Minis-
tries and
Stu-
dents . . .
Merry
Christ-
mas!

I hope
this letter
finds you
hopeful and grateful as we move
through the Christmas season. I
love this quote by W. J. Camer-
on: "There has been only one
Christmas -- the rest are anni-
versaries."

So we are celebrating another
anniversary of the coming of
Christ into His world!  The
Apostle John put it this way, “He
came into the very world he
created, but the world didn’t
recognize Him” (John 1:10
NLT). More than 2,000 years
have passed and still today, many
do not recognize Him! Our great
desire is for college students and
everyone to ‘recognize Him’!
When we do, we’re welcomed
into his family and experience
the new life, the abundant and
eternal life as a gift! This is the
joy of Christmas!

God continues to do great things
in and through the students in
Marlin Ministries! It is a great
privilege to build up young peo-

ple in the faith. The conversa-
tions, the insights from the Scrip-
tures, students stepping up in
leadership and hearing how God
is at work among our alumni are
all great sources of encourage-
ment to me personally. There
have been numerous times over
the semester where I’ve been
able to share the story of Jesus
with a student who is unfamiliar
with the story and in a couple
cases, the students have never
heard! Wow, to share the great-
est story ever told is a phenome-
nal delight.

If you have been at one of our
Christmas worship gatherings or
Life Groups, you may have heard
me share my favorite Christmas
Carol. It is Hark, the Herald An-
gels Sing, written by Charles
Wesley. As I write this, there are
students next door singing it,
getting ready for our annual car-
oling of the campus. When I was
in college, the words to this mar-
velous hymn became reality to
me, as I understood them for the
first time!

Mild He lays His Glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King

I had recently received Jesus as
my Savior and my Lord as a jun-
ior at Old Dominion University.
In that moment, this song that I
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Monumental Chapel at sunset.

had sung every Christmas
without understanding and
without the life of Christ in
me, gave me understanding
as to what had happened in
my life! The eternal Son of
God willingly set aside the
glory of heaven and the
glory of the presence of his
Father. He came to earth!
And his purpose in coming
was to raise us, to give us a
second birth!

This Christmas know that
you are loved with an ever-
lasting love! And the proof
is the life of Jesus. I want
to challenge you and your

families to read or reread
the Christmas story in the
Gospels.  You can cover
this in just five chapters:
Luke 1 & 2; Matthew 1 &
2; John 1.

Consider well Christ this
Christmas, His birth, His
teachings, His example, His
claims, His promises, His
death, His resurrection and
finally consider His LOVE
for you and all of us . . .
then act!

A blessed Christmas to you
all,

Greg West, Chaplain VWU

Follow us on social media and find us on the web

Yy


https://www.facebook.com/groups/1695104110796327/
https://twitter.com/VWUMinistries
https://www.instagram.com/vwumarlinministries/
https://marlinministries.wordpress.com/

Ministry Spotlight

A Captivating time for women

BY LYDIA O'CONNOR

Icoconnor@vwu.edu

This semester a weekly
women’s study of the
book Captivating by
John and Stasi Eldredge
was led by myself, a
VWU senior and Liza
Holford, a junior. Each
week the women read a
chapter from the book
and discussed what the
chapter was about as a
group, sharing what the
chapter has spoken to our
hearts. The book is not
about how a woman of
God should be, but how
each woman was created,
unveiling the mystery of
a woman's soul down to
the core. The study has
been a sweet time of fel-
lowship, healing and
encouragement for wom-
en in their most transi-
tional time of life. It is
our hope that the women
in the study will carry the
truths learned for the rest
of their lives.

Farah Haidari—Marlin Ministries

Leaders of the Captivating Bible study Liza Holford (left) and Lydia O’Connor (right).

Honors College students start Bible study

BY: JASON BRUGMAN

jbrugman@vwu.edu

Every Wednesday night, a few members
from the Batten Honors College come
together to discuss various religious topics.
Each week a different topic is presented to
the group and all have the chance to share
their perspective on the topic at hand. Top-

ics for discussion have included: theism/
atheism, the meaning of life, faith and
hope. Ultimately, the group is designed to
create a safe and open atmosphere for sup-
port and learning in genuine curiosity to
take charge of our own spiritual ideals as

growing adults and college students. Every
week we have around ten students partici-
pate on any given week. It’s a good oppor-
tunity to hang out, learn, laugh, and talk
about spiritual matters of faith as well as
how they relate to everyday life.



Where are they now?

BY ASHLEY KLINE

aakline@vwu.edu

Wayne Credle: Class of 2011

Following gradua-
tion from Virginia
Wesleyan, Wayne
Credle ’11 pro-
ceeded to attend
Duke Divinity
School where he
earned his Masters
of Divinity Degree
with a concentra-
tion in Prison
Studies and
roomed with fel-
low VWU alum-
nus, Brandon
Nichols. Credle also wrote a book in 2014 titled You Ain’t
Moses: Study Guide and Commentary. Currently, Credle
works as a youth pastor at First Shiloh Baptist Church and
is engaged to be married. Credle says, “at this stage of my
life, I am coming into my self, now, more than ever and I
am happy to be doing that with the love of my life.”

Wayne Credle—Courtesy

Allen Bays: Class of 2014

| Allen Bays 14 is cur-

rently the Creative
Arts & Executive Pas-
tor at Broadcast
Church in Chesapeake,
Virginia. He has been
involved with Broad-
cast Church since
y | 2013, before he gradu-
ated. In addition to
working at Broadcast
Church, he is a free-
lance session guitar
player for local record-
Allen Bays—Courtesy ing studios. He is mar-
ried to Rachel Abreu.
The two just bought their first home in Virginia Beach
and will move in later this month. Bays says, “God has
been teaching us both to be patient and depend on Him for
the little things so that He can bless us with bigger
things.”

Alumni Spotlight

Tyler Turner gets a promotion

BY ASHLEY KLINE

aakline@vwu.edu

With his dazzling
smile and contagious
energy incomparable
to any I have seen be-
fore, Tyler Turner *17
certainly made an im-
pact on the Virginia
Wesleyan community.
As a member of Gos-
pel Choir and regular
attendee at SOAR, the
on campus worship
service, Tyler’s energy
could be felt from
across the room as his

commanding, positive
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presence would usher

all into worship. With ~ Chaplain West (left) poses for a picture
a small chuckle and with Tyler Turner '17.

his head held humbly,

Turner said that his energy, “comes from within and I can only
thank God for that.” Furthermore, he was also able to make an
impact on campus as a Resident Assistant during his junior and
senior year.

Since his graduation, Tyler is still making an impact on the Virgin-
ia Wesleyan Community. Since graduating from Wesleyan, he put
his computer programming degree to good use as a helpdesk assis-
tant in the IT Services department from May—Aug. 2017. Addi-
tionally, he was promoted from Resident Assistant to Village 1
Coordinator which he says takes up most of his time as he is re-
quired to spend long hours in the village. Furthermore, he is cur-
rently enrolled in the Masters of Business Administration program
added by the university this year along with a Masters of Educa-
tion program.

Turner said that he encourages those involved in Marlin Ministries
as well as alumni to, “stay connected and always remember you
have a friend in Greg. Once you take part in Marlin Ministries, it’s
a group you’ll never not be a part of. Because there will always be
people you can reach out to.”

Ultimately, VWU would not be the same without Tyler, and it is
blessing that the community has been able to hold onto him.



Being part of Marlin Ministries was an “honor”

Mexican exchange student Luis Yerena comments on his experiences in Marlin Ministries.

BY LUIS YERENA

Ministries. They made my semes-
ter a great experience. For exam-
ple, one of the things I love to do
is travel. During my time at Vir-
ginia Wesleyan, I got the oppor-
tunity to visit Washington D.C.
What I loved the most were the
moments I shared with people I
met in Marlin Ministries. They
are great. I think my trip would
not have been as interesting with-
out them.

I am an exchange student
from Mexico. I always wanted to
study abroad and it didn’t really
matter what country I ended
up studying in. Last semester, |
decided to study in the United
States. To be frank, I was so excited
about it. However, when somebody
goes to live in another place out of
their comfort zone, there must be an
adaptation process. This process
varies depending upon the person.
Some can get adapt in 2 weeks, oth-
ers in a month and some never
adapt. Thankfully, I was able to get

I also had a lot of new experienc-
es and did things I am unable to
do in Mexico. I went to

the hang of the life here. a hoedown, a country themed
My first week in Norfolk was diffi- party with line dancing, hosted by
cult. T had too many things on my ! Marlin Ministries. At this event I
mind, such as anxiety, things that 1 metélew people? and lﬁad reall}zl
needed to be done, the new lan- Farah Haidari—Marlin Ministries good conversations that cause

guage and new culture. I couldn’t me fo sce things from different

. N Luis Yerena, poses for his picture. viewpoints. Now I have a more
think clearly and was experiencing .
complete view of the world and
culture shock. . .
improved my English.

One day I was walking in the Batten decided to go to Marlin Ministries for help. Greg I think that everybody should

Center when I ran into Greg, the was very busy, but someone else offered me her S
school’s chaplain. He noticed I was- help and we ended up really good friends. I dis- come to a Marlin Ministries event
n’t from here and said I could go to covered in the little space that is the Marlin Min- or the lgunge at leas.t once to see
his office should I need help. Two istries Lounge, you can relax and spend time. the environment. It is place Where
P N £ ¥ . P ou can make really good friends
days later I was stressed because | Also, the environment is really good because i/'k h hat I made. So if
had been trying to make a payment there are many kind and open-minded people. tke the ones that n‘l‘a N
online and had to make a phone call If I had to choose a favorite part of my time at .somebody asks me, th.lt S be-
to do this. I was not able to under- Virginia Wesleyan University, I would definitely Ing part qfthp l\ff}ﬂm MlIllStI'l.eS
stand the woman on the phone, so [ choose the people I got to know through Marlin community like?” I would say: It

was quite an honor.

FEATURING THEHIT SINGEE GEORGE SCOTT
IN YOUR PRESENCE X

Praise Your Way Through
New album by George Scott

*Available electronically on: iTunes, Amazon Music and the
PRAlsaRWAY
Google Play Store.
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*Physical copies available for purchase through kunaki.com.




Serving the Lord locally and globally

Tears, trials, and triumph In Niger

Janice Marshall Pitman—Courtesy

BY FARAH HAIDARI

fahaidari@vwu.edu

Hurricanes ravaged the
eastern and gulf coast this
year. The storms caused many
to lose their homes, cars and
possessions. To aid these peo-
ple, the United Methodist
Church developed a flood
bucket project. A flood bucket
is a regular bucket filled with
cleaning materials and sup-
plies that people affected by
the weather could use to get
back on their feet and clean up
after the hurricanes.

This semester I was a com-
munication intern for Marlin
Ministries. The first project
Greg assigned me to work on
was to launch the flood bucket
idea on campus. Hourigan
Construction, which helped
construct the Greer Environ-
mental Sciences Center, donat-
ed seventy-five buckets to the
effort. Then, we encouraged
members of the Virginia Wes-
leyan community to pick up
and fill with needed supplies.
Ultimately, sixty of the seven-
ty five buckets were filled in a
week’s time. The project
brought members from all
aspects of campus life togeth-
er, with buckets being donated
by athletic teams, sororities,
clubs, and various offices

around campus. I am personal-
ly very happy that I was in
charge of this project. Even
though it was a lot and at
times and I felt overwhelmed,
it made me happy that Greg
trusted me enough to be in
charge of this.

People were so happy about
the flood buckets because they
wanted everyone who was hurt
to get back on their feet. I
think mostly everyone who
helped with the flood buckets
learned a very important les-
son, that people will always
need help. It doesn’t matter if
we know the individuals that
need help personally, it mat-
ters that we help those in need.
God calls us to love one anoth-
er as our neighbor, and that is
exactly what we are doing
when we take part in an effort
like this one. Even though our
campus is small, I am grateful
for how many flood buckets
we ended up donating. It was a
nice reminder that God is al-
ways here for each and every-
one of us, helping us and be-
ing their for us when we least
expect it. This is one of the
things that makes Him so
loveable and so special.

— W”““"
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A picture of the women attending the conference.

BY EMILY TESTROET

ectestroet@vwu.edu

“I’m never going to Ni-
ger.” This is what I told my-
self after hearing my pastor’s
initial report following his first
trip to Niger, Africa. Little did
I know that four years later, I
would be on a plane to Niger.
Never question what God is
doing for He is “the author and
perfecter of our faith” accord-
ing to Hebrews 12:2. My faith
is still in the works, but in the
four years leading up to this
trip, God grew it in unex-
pected ways to prepare me for
the work He wanted to do in
me and through me.

In January 2017, after yet

another team returned from
Niger, I was listening to their
stories in church and asking
the Lord when it would be my
turn. Just then I heard in my
heart, “you’re going next.” It
took all that was within me not
to jump out of the chair and

shout for joy. I had never
planned on going to Niger, but
God did. In May, I filled out
my application and moved
forward in the process of go-
ing to Niger.

A lot of prayer and many
phone calls later, I boarded the
plane to go to the country that
would soon steal part of my
heart. After landing in Niger
and getting to our resting
place, we went to sleep in an-
ticipation of what was to come
in the next few days. Thurs-
day, our first official day in
Niger, began a women's con-
ference. During this confer-
ence, God did some amazing
things. The first day was full
of introductions, testimony
from team members, prophetic
words spoken over the Nigeri-
an women, a time of question,
answer and a salvation.

SEE NIGER Pg. 6



NIGER

Continued from Pg. 5

arrived, these women were ready
to receive and the Lord brought a
feast. We started off with a little bit
of worship and then I was invited
up to share some encouragement I
received from the Lord the night
before. My older sister spoke after
me followed by another woman,
Kaitlin. While Kaitlin shared, the
metaphorical feast was served.
Pastor Scott, the leader of our
team, called my sister back to the
front and told both her and Kaitlin
that there was more the Lord had
given them and instructed them to
not hold back. They both shared a
powerful word about a well that
was about to burst open with living
water, a well that will never run
dry.

After this word, the Lord be-
gan to burst through in the lives of
these women. After these prophet-
ic words were shared, another
Those who travelled to Niger serve the women by washing their feet. member of our team, Pastor Heidi,

shared part of her story. Through
Day two of the conference consisted of worship, encouragement, tears, God brought healing and broke through the walls she built
more prophecy, baptism in the Holy Spirit and sharing the gospel around her heart. In Niger, women do not express emotion
with kids who may never have the chance to hear it again. Day through tears. Many of these women, maybe all of them, had
three was powerful. These women had gone through the first two become hardened, but God had been preparing their hearts for
days with an admirable hunger. When day three of the conference this day. After Pastor Heidi shared, she asked the women which
of them wanted emotional breakthrough in their
lives and for the Lord to bring healing to their
hurt. Many stood up to receive prayer.
After Pastor Heidi’s prayer, I felt led to hug one
of the women who I had prayed over. As |
hugged this woman, she latched on and began to
weep in my arms. While she sobbed, I could
feel the walls crashing down in her heart. We
wept together, and I called on the name of Jesus,
praying over her as He brought healing. In the
last few moments of our embrace, she began to
laugh. This laugh was not casual, but a deep,
belly laugh that could only come from the Lord
as joy rung in freedom and healing. In this mo-
ment, [ understood why the Lord had me come
to Niger. Sometimes all you need to do is follow
what the Lord is prompting you to do and watch
what He does through your obedience.

For years, [ have lived with eyes only par-
tially opened to the things of God. Even then,
my eyes have been glazed over with my pride
and limited perspective of who God is. But God
has a way of leading you into places where you
have no other option but to open your eyes wide
open. He did just that while I was in Niger.

Emily Testroet—Marlin Ministries
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Some of the women on the trip minister to a group of children.



